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Animal welfare

“The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by 
the way its animals are treated.” 

Mahatma Gandhi

http://news.nationalgeographic.com



EU legislation
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Harmonised EU rules are in place 
covering a range of animal species 
and welfare-affecting issues. 

Whilst Council Directive 98/58/EC lays 
down the minimum standards for the 
protection of all farmed animals, 
specific directives are addressed at 
the protection of individual animals.  

EU legislation also sets welfare 
standards for their transport and 
conditions at the time of stunning 
and slaughter.



EU legislation
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Article 3
Member States shall make provision to ensure that the owners or keepers 
take all reasonable steps to ensure the welfare of animals under their care

Article 6
Member States shall ensure that inspections are carried out by the 
competent authority to check compliance with the provisions of this 
Directive. Such inspections may be carried out at the same time as 
checks for other purposes.
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• Increasing demand for transparency on animal welfare

Introduction
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Eurobarometer: Attitudes of Europeans towards Animal Welfare, Mar 2016

Would you like to have more information about the conditions under which farmed 
animals are treated in your country?



• In your opinion how important is it to protect the 
welfare of farmed animals?

- Very imporant

- Somehow important

- Not very important

- Not at all important

- Don’t know

Go to www.menti.com and use the code 20 56 2

Introduction
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Animal welfare is not a term that 
came from science but arose out 
of society’s concern about the 
way animals were treated. 



Introduction
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Module 1: Introduction to Animal Welfare Concepts in Animal Welfare © World Animal Protection 2014. Unless stated otherwise, image credits are World Animal Protection.

Three approaches when
considering animal welfare

Fraser et al. (2009)



Definition 

• World Organisation for Animal Health
• (Office International des Epizooties; OIE).

• Terrestrial Animal Health Code
• (OIE, 2011a)

“Animal welfare means how an animal is 
coping with the conditions in which it 
lives  

An animal is in a good state of welfare if
(as indicated by scientific evidence) 
he/she is healthy, comfortable, well 
nourished, safe, able to express innate 
behaviour, and if he/she is not suffering 
from unpleasant states such as pain, 
fear and distress. 

Good animal welfare requires disease 
prevention and veterinary treatment, 
appropriate shelter, management, 
nutrition, humane handling and humane 
slaughter/killing.”



• Coping definition

‘The welfare of an individual is its state as regards to its 
attempts to cope with its environment’(Broom, 1986)

Coping easily Coping only with help Not coping

Healthy Stress          Disease Injury Mortality

Definition 
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• «The Five Freedoms» definition

- Freedom from hunger, thirst & malnutrition

- Freedom from pain, injury & disease

- Freedom from thermal & physical discomfort

- Freedom from fear & distress

- Freedom to perform natural behaviours

(The Brambell Committee, 1965 and the 
Farm Animal Welfare Council, 1992)

How to define animal welfare?
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 A definition still widely used, including in the OIE 
Terrestrial Animal Health Code
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6. Animals should be free of physical injuries.
7. Animals should be free of disease, i.e.
farmers should maintain high standards
of hygiene and care.
8. Animals should not suffer pain induced
by inappropriate management,
handling, slaughter, or surgical
procedures (e.g. castration, dehorning).
9. Animals should be able to express
normal, non-harmful, social behaviours,
e.g. grooming.
10. Animals should be able to express
other normal behaviours, i.e. it should
be possible to express species-specific
natural behaviours such as foraging.

1. Animals should not suffer from
prolonged hunger, i.e. they should have
a sufficient and appropriate diet.
2. Animals should not suffer from
prolonged thirst, i.e. they should have a
sufficient and accessible water supply.
3. Animals should have comfort around
resting.
4. Animals should have thermal comfort,
i.e. they should neither be too hot nor
too cold.
5. Animals should have enough space to
be able to move around freely.

Criteria that underpin the 
Welfare Quality® assessment 
systems
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11. Animals should be handled well in all
situations, i.e. handlers should promote
good human-animal relationships.
12. Negative emotions such as fear, distress,
frustration or apathy should be avoided
whereas positive emotions such as security
or contentment should be promoted.

Criteria that underpin the 
Welfare Quality® assessment 
systems



• The 5 freedom in practice!
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• sufficient amount of food and water (based on physiological needs) 
for all animals every day

• adjust stocking rates and/or supplementary feeding for all animals

• protection against poisonous plants and other harmful substances

• providing quality water

1. Freedom from hunger and thirst
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Principles & Practices for Sustainable Dairy Farming 



• inspect animal regularly

• have an effective herd health 
management program

• protection of animals against 
lameness

• follow appropriate calving and 
weaning practices

• avoid unnecessary procedures 
causing pain

2. Freedom from pain, injury and disease
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• Milk lactating animals regularly

• Avoid poor milk practices

• When animals have to be 
euthanesized in farm, avoid 
unnecessary stress or pain

2. Freedom from pain, injury and disease
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http://thedairymom.blogspot.ch/2011/11/milks-journey-from-
cow-to-table.html

http://freefromharm.org/dairyfacts/



2. Freedom from pain, injury and disease
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news.vitebsk.cc

https://www.google.com.ua/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjw6KjvpuvOAhVTb5oKHTcXCaQQjB0IBg&url=http://news.vitebsk.cc/2012/11/15/fotofakt-na-ferme-v-yanovichah-korovyi-tonut-v-navoze/&bvm=bv.131286987,d.bGg&psig=AFQjCNEOcZlbCYJUmHJGAJpXTNGVkZmxcQ&ust=1472720855477924


3. Freedom from the discomfort
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• construction of premises without 
obstacles and dangers

• sufficient space and clean beddings
• protection of animals against 

adverse weather conditions
• providing with:

good ventilation
slip-proof floor

director.by

http://director.by/index.php/arhiv-nomerov/-2013/116--2013/3651--2013.html


3. Freedom from the discomfort
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• Avoid!

• What should be done

www.bcrada.gov.ua

https://www.google.com.ua/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj_ofrms6rPAhXCdCwKHfH4BnsQjB0IBg&url=http://www.bcrada.gov.ua/silskogospodarski-pidpriemstva/&bvm=bv.133700528,d.bGg&psig=AFQjCNHFCgCKSywSGalgkwwH0yfyjxGq5Q&ust=1474747741970220


3. Freedom from the discomfort
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• protect animals from injury and stress 
during loading and unloading

• Provide adequate condition for transport

3. Freedom from the discomfort
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mega-u.ru

Avoid!

What should be done

http://pravdapfo.ru/news/krs

https://www.google.com.ua/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://mega-u.ru/node/28846&psig=AFQjCNGlwh7WiICwxDFSqEm21Xjw549SwQ&ust=1474873873944288


• consider animal behaviour when 
developing farm infrastructure 
and herd management routine

• provide husbandry skills and 
appropriate training for personell

• use facilities and equipment that 
are suitable for stock handling

4. Freedom from fear and stress 
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4. Freedom from fear and stress 
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Low acoustic 
levelHigh acoustic level



• Fear of loneliness

4. Freedom from fear and stress 
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• regulating the amount of flies in rest zone

4. Freedom from fear and stress 
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• Have herd management and husbandry procedures that 
do not unnecessarily copromise the animals resting and 
social behaviour

5. Freedom to perform normal behavior
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• http://www.compassioninfoodbusiness.com/awards/go
od-dairy-award/
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http://www.compassioninfoodbusiness.com/awards/good-dairy-award/


• Thanks!

• Questions?
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